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REPLY COMMENTS OF GENERAL COMMUNICATION, INC. 
 
 General Communication, Inc. (“GCI”) hereby submits its reply 

comments in support of the above-captioned petitions filed by Time Warner 

Cable (“TWC”).  Given the record provided in the proceeding and the broad 

support for grant, the Commission should expeditiously grant the requested 

relief.  A clear declaration of interconnection rights and obligations among all 

providers of voice traffic will help ensure the benefits of competition are not 

unnecessarily delayed or denied. 

GCI is an Alaska-based company providing local and long distance 

voice, video, and data communications services.  It provides competitive 

telecommunications and cable services to more than 200 communities in 



Alaska, and has a long history of investment and innovation, to the benefit of 

consumers.  Interconnection is a necessary component of delivering such 

benefits to consumers.
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GCI introduced long distance competition to Alaska over 20 years ago, 

brought competition into the market for submarine cable transport between 

Alaska and the “Lower 48” in 1991 (since then building redundant, ring-

protected submarine cable services between Alaska and the lower-48), and in 

1996 installed DAMA-capable earth stations in 50 bush communities (i.e., 

extremely remote, rural communities throughout Alaska), significantly 

improving service and service capabilities by eliminating the double-hop 

satellite transmission previously required to complete calls into and out of 

bush villages.  In 1997, GCI entered the local exchange market in Anchorage, 

followed by Fairbanks and Juneau in 2001 and 2002, respectively, and 

consumers in these areas have benefited from service and bundling 

innovations and lower rates.  GCI is in the process of deploying cable 

telephony and converting customers from copper loops to its coax facilities in 

Anchorage.  And just recently, GCI has been certified to provide local service 

in additional service areas throughout the state, all served by rural carriers, 

as defined by the Act.  

Obtaining direct interconnection from the incumbent local exchange 

carrier is a necessary predicate for entry.  Without it, even fully self-

provisioned facilities-based competition is denied, running counter to both 

cornerstones of the telecommunications Act of 1996--competition and 

universal service.  While it should be without dispute that there is no policy 
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reason to delay or deny interconnection, there are plainly those who feel that 

delay is acceptable.1  We urge the Commission to conclude differently.   

In this regard, GCI echoes the statement by the VON Coalition that 

offerings like those of TWC are especially valuable to rural consumers,2 who 

should have every benefit of competition and technology that non-rural 

consumers do.  GCI’s experience—largely in the most rural areas of the 

country—exemplifies that keeping markets open to entry and investment go 

hand-in-hand.  The Commission has an opportunity now to grant the Time 

Warner petitions and in doing so, to send the right signal that will keep 

investment, especially in modern, efficient network infrastructure to rural 

America.  There should be no ambiguity that interconnection is the 

cornerstone of competition, and delay or denial will not be tolerated.  GCI 

joins in the support for grant of the petitions. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 __/s/____________________________ 
Tina Pidgeon 
GENERAL COMMUNICATION, INC.   
1130 17th Street, NW, Suite 410      
Washington, D.C.  20036  
(202) 457-8814 
(202) 457-8816  FAX 
tpidgeon@gci.com 
 
Its Attorney 

 

                                            
1 See, e.g., ITTA at 12 (urging delay until conclusion of the IP Enabled proceeding, WC 
Docket 04-36); Home Telephone Company at 3 (same). 
2 VON Coalition Comments at 3. 


